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rary interruption caused by the personal vices and incapacity of a
particular sovereign."1 The instrument of transfer deserves care-
ful study.3 The contrast between the treaty of 17994 and the instru-
ment of transfer throws sufficient light on the views of the
Company and those of the Crown on the status of the Indian
Princes.

That the Indian States had no international existence was a
principle accepted on all hands. Westlake came to the following
conclusion : uThe Native princes who acknowledge the imperial
majesty of the United Kingdom have no international
existence.. . ." A Notification published by the Government of
India on August 21, 1891, contained the following statement :
u The principles of international law have no bearing upon the
relations between the Government of India as representing the
Queen-Empress on the one hand, and the Native states under the
suzerainty of Her Majesty on the other. The paramount supre-
macy of the former presupposes and implies the subordination of
the latter." Towards the close of the nineteenth country this ' sub-
ordination ' involved very close co-operation in political and econo-
mic matters.5 Lord Curzon described f the Native Chief' as ' an
integral factor in the Imperial organisation of 'India 'G and Lord
Minto emphasized the ' identity of interests between the Imperial
Government and the Durbars '.7

Even before the days of Lord Curzon the duty of securing
an improved administration in the Indian States had been recog-
nised by the Government of India. Lord Lansdowne declared that
the States " should be so governed that we need have no scruple in
preserving for them that measure of independence which they at
present enjoy."8 Lord Curzon declared that the Prince "must be
the servant as well as the master of his people" and added that
" his internal administration is only exempt from correction in pro-
portion as it is honest."9 The spirit underlying these warnings
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